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The Department of 

Commerce touches 

every aspect of 

community and 

economic development. 

We work with local 

governments, businesses 

and civic leaders to 

strengthen communities 

so all residents may 

thrive and prosper.

We strengthen communities
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Commerce provides a publicly available accounting 
of where the homeless money goes

Project-level reporting for all projects receiving any public 
homeless funds (federal, state, county, city)

Information available includes: 
Spending from all funding sources (including all public and private 
spending), bed/slots, numbers served, average length of time in 

project, exit destinations, % of people returning to homelessness, etc.
Spending data reported by counties, client data from HMIS. First completed in 2014, updated annually, legislatively 
required starting in 2018 https:// deptofcommerce.box.com/s/bjocxz2stmw5f0wigkbi5dw97r2bhth5
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Commerce provides publicly available report card on 
county performance

State/county report card ςPerformance of homeless 
crisis response systemςAll projects, all funding 
sources. Used in state contracts; provide transparency 
to public/policy makers (completed 2016, updated annually)

https://public.tableau.com/profile/comhau#!/vizhome/WashingtonStateHomelessSystemPerformanceCountyReportCardsSFY2018/ReportCard
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LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘ ςpeople/families in WA are 
above average and getting better

Å Homelessness has increased primarily because rents 
increased

Å Part of why rents increased was housing supply did not 
keep pace with demand

Å Other ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƻǊ άŎŀǳǎŜǎέ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
appear to be meaningful drivers of the increase

Å Washington is already a high performer in the areas of
job pay, work participation, family composition/stability, 
lower alcohol and drug dependence, housing outcomes
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Housing works

ÅHousing reduces homelessness

ÅBase level of other services 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΧǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛȊŜŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΧōǳǘ 
ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ 
homelessness

6



Housing Prices in Washington

Source: http:// www.zillow.com/home-values/
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Rents in Washington

Source: http:// www.zillow.com/home-values/
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Rents in Spokane County

Source: http://www.zillow.com/home-values/

9

http://www.zillow.com/home-values/


Rents in Whatcom County

Source: http://www.zillow.com/home-values/
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Rents in King County

Source: http://www.zillow.com/home-values/
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Rents in Yakima County

Source: http://www.zillow.com/home-values/
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Rents in Thurston County

Source: http://www.zillow.com/home-values/
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Rents in lower cost areas served by Sound Transit

Source: one bedroom http://www.zillow.com/home-values/
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Rents ςAlternative data source

Source: https://www.apartmentlist.com/wa/seattle#rent-report
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WA Economy: Rents are increasing while income 
growth lags
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WA Economy: Rents compared to minimum wage 
and disability income growth

Disability 
income +24%

Minumum 
wage

Rent +49%
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Rent data sources: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates for Washington State, B25057
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Housing affordability in King County ςRent vs. 
wages and disability income
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Sources:
BLS Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, Average Annual Pay https:// data.bls.gov/PDQWeb/en
Census Bureau ACS Median Contract Rent 1-Year Estimates B25058 https:// factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_17_1YR_B25058&prodType=table
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Housing affordability in Spokane County ςRent vs. 
wages and disability income
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Sources:
BLS Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, Average Annual Pay https:// data.bls.gov/PDQWeb/en
Census Bureau ACS Median Contract Rent 1-Year Estimates B25058 https:// factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_17_1YR_B25058&prodType=table
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Housing affordability in Whatcom County ςRent 
vs. wages and disability income
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Sources:
BLS Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, Average Annual Pay https:// data.bls.gov/PDQWeb/en
Census Bureau ACS Median Contract Rent 1-Year Estimates B25058 https:// factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_17_1YR_B25058&prodType=table
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Housing affordability in King County ςIndividual 
income vs. rent
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Sources:
BLS Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, Average Annual Pay https:// data.bls.gov/PDQWeb/en
Census Bureau ACS Median Contract Rent 1-Year Estimates B25058 https:// factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_17_1YR_B25058&prodType=table
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Housing affordability in King County ςIndividual 
income vs. rent
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Sources:
BLS Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, Average Annual Pay https:// data.bls.gov/PDQWeb/en
Census Bureau ACS Median Contract Rent -Year Estimates B25058 https:// factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_17_1YR_B25058&prodType=table
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71% of WA extremely low-income renter households 
are severely cost burdened 

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition
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Housing affordability in Washington State - Households
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Homelessness ςWA 5th highest per capita rate

WA: 0.29%, US: 0.17%

January 2019
21,621 people

9,599 living 
unsheltered

8,831 in 
households 
without children

768 people in 
households with 
children

Sources: HUD AHAR - https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/3031/pit-and-hic-data-since-2007/
Census Bureau ACS 1-Year Estimates of Population
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Homelessness ςWA 5th highest per capita rate

0.00%

0.05%

0.10%

0.15%

0.20%

0.25%

0.30%

0.35%

0.40%

0.45%

0.50%

% of Population Experiencing Homelessness Ranked

Percentage unsheltered Percentage sheltered

26



All things being equal, as rents grow, 
homelessness increases

Sources:
Rent: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey one-year estimates for Washington State, B25058, inflation adjusted using Bureau of Labor Statistics CPI-U
Homelessness: WA point in time count, adjusted by : U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey one-year population estimate for Washington State
1 - Journal of Urban Affairs, New Perspectives on Community-Level Determinants of Homelessness, 2012
2 - Dynamics of homelessness in urban America, arXiv:1707.09380
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Rents vs. homelessness ς0.7 correlation
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Rents vs. homelessness
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Other drivers

30

Beyond rent: 
What about other potential drivers 
of the increase in homelessness?



WA economy: Above average and improving

2012 to 2018:

Ranked #1 in GDP growth ςtwo years in a row
Å Per capita GDP ranked #9

More people working
ÅPercent of population employed increasing - ranked #25

Incomes increasing
ÅMedian household income ranked #10
ÅMedian household income growth ranked #1
ÅLowest quintile household income rank #9
ÅLowest quintile household income growth ranked #5  
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WA economy: Employment rate is above 
average and increasing

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment status of the civilian noninstitutionalpopulation, percent of population employed

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of people working

WA US

32



WA economy: More prime-age people work

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment status of the civilian noninstitutionalpopulation, percent of ages 25-54 employed
https://www.bls.gov/lau/ex14tables.htm
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Services: WA similar rate of employment to high 
and low service states 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment status of the civilian non-institutional in states, percent of population employed
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Services: More people working compatible with higher levels of 
housing assistance

Housing vouchers for low income 
households:1

Å Reduce earned income by $109 a month 
($12,452 to $11,140 annually)

Å Reduce employment by 4 percentage 
points (61% to 57%) first eight years, no 
significant impact >8 years2

Permanent vouchers vs. temporary rent 
assistance for homeless families:3

Å Reduce families living homeless or 
doubled up by 16 percentage points 
(16% vs. 32%) 

Å No long term significant impact on 
earned income or having a job

Sources: 
https://www.oecd.org/els/family/PH3-1-Public-spending-on-housing-allowances.pdf
https://data.oecd.org/emp/employment-rate-by-age-group.htm#indicator-chart
https://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/4-13-11hous-WA.pdf
1 ςThe Effects of Housing Assistance on Labor Supply, Jacob et al, 2008, http://www.nber.org/papers/w14570.pdf
2 - The Impact of Housing Assistance on Child Outcomes: Evidence From a Randomized Housing Lottery, Jacob el al, 2015, https://harris.uchicago.edu/files/inline-
files/QJE%20housing%20vouchers%20and%20kid%20outcomes%202015.pdf
3 ςHUD Family Options Study 3-Year Impacts, pages 76 and 81, https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/Family-Options-Study-Full-Report.pdf
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on rent assistance and % of people working
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https://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/4-13-11hous-WA.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w14570.pdf
https://harris.uchicago.edu/files/inline-files/QJE%20housing%20vouchers%20and%20kid%20outcomes%202015.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/Family-Options-Study-Full-Report.pdf


Taxes and transfers to reduce poverty not associated with less work

Sources:
OECD prime age employment 2017 - https:// data.oecd.org/emp/employment-rate-by-age-group.htm#indicator-chart
OECD pre and post taxes and transfers, poverty line 50% - https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=IDD
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Taxes and transfers to reduce poverty not associated with less 
work, correlation -0.04 

Sources:
OECD prime age employment 2017 - https:// data.oecd.org/emp/employment-rate-by-age-group.htm#indicator-chart
OECD pre and post taxes and transfers, poverty line 50% - https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=IDD
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